Replacement Grade for Political Press Conference
Use your notes to write a 3-5 paragraph essay outlining the roles of the country of your choosing.  You may choose the U.K., Germany, or Russia.  Answer the following questions in your paper for each of the positions.  


~ What are your daily duties?

~ Who appoints/elects you?

~ Are you a part of a political party?

~ Give three ways your country is different from that of the U.S


~ 3 interesting facts about your position

1. The United Kingdom

a. Queen of England

b. Prime Minister

c. House of Commons

d. House of Lords 

2. Germany

a. President

b. Chancellor

c. Bundestag
d. Bundesrat 
3. Russia

a. President

b. Prime Minister

c. Federation Council
d. State Duma
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Parliamentary System of the United Kingdom


Parliament is the lawmaking body of the United Kingdom.  It is composed of the House of Lords and the House of Commons.  The monarch is considered a part of Parliament too.


In the past, a seat in the House of Lords was passed down through aristocratic families.  Today, Lords are elected by the House or are appointed to office by the Monarch.  The House of Lords has little power.  Instead, it can make suggestions of ways to improve a bill that is on its way to becoming law.



The citizens of the United Kingdom elect the members of the House of Commons in a general election.  There are 646 members: 529 from England, 40 from Wales, 59 from Scotland, and 18 from Northern Ireland.  The power in the House of Commons comes from its control of the Budget.


After the election, the leader of the political party with the most members in the House of Commons is asked by the Queen to become Prime Minister. The Prime Minister is the head of government, or chief executive, and runs the government on a day-to-day basis.

The monarch is the official head of state.  The Monarch is a symbol of the country.  The monarch is sometimes referred to as “the crown.” The monarch’s duties are mostly ceremonial.  The Monarch’s role is restricted by the constitution of the United Kingdom.


Citizens in the United Kingdom have personal freedoms like those in the U.S.   All citizens are treated equally and have the right to worship as they choose.  British citizens have freedom of speech, the right to a fair trial, the right to own property, and the right to security.

Federal System of Germany


The German Parliament is made up of two houses, the Bundestag and the Bundesrat. The more powerful of the two is the lower house, called the Bundestag.  The citizens of each German state elect its members.  The Bundestag also selects the Chancellor.  The chancellor is the chief executive of the German Government and head of the military.  The president is the head of state.  The president’s role is mostly ceremonial and symbolic.

The Bundesrat, the upper house of parliament, represents the interests of the state governments. Each state government selects representatives for the Bundesrat.  The Sixteen states each have differing numbers of representatives, depending on their population.  The Bundesrat is mainly concerned with law that affects the states, such as education and local government issues.


The constitution of Germany is called the Basic Law.  Germany is a representative democracy and operates under the federal system.  Power is divided between member states and the central government.  Citizens have freedom of religion and expression.  All are viewed as equal before the law.  Germans have the same basic freedoms as citizens of the United Kingdom.  They have equality, freedom of the press, and protection of the family.  The Basic law also states that Germany is a Welfare State.  This means that the government guarantees people certain benefits when they are unemployed, poor, disabled, old or sick.

Federation System of the Russian Federation


The Russian Federation is governed under a constitution.  The head of the state is the president, who is elected by the people.  The president selects the prime minister.  The president can also disband the legislature, or Federal Assembly.  The Federal Assembly is divided into two parts: the Federation Council and the State Duma.


The Federation Council has two representatives from each of the states.  The states appoint the council’s member; they are not elected directly by the people.  So, the council represents the government of the states.  One of the Council’s important duties is to approve the president’s choices of people to fill different government jobs.


The State Duma is larger than the Council.  It has 450 members, who are elected by the people.  This group controls the budget and makes the laws.  They approve the president’s choice for Prime Minister.  The day-to-day running of the government is split between the Prime Minister and the President of Russia.


Russia’s constitution guarantees human and civil rights for its citizens.  All people are equal in the eyes of the law.  Russians have the right to life and dignity, freedom of speech, and the right to privacy.

European Union


Twenty-seven countries are members of the European Union (EU).  The purpose of the EU is for its members to work together for advantages that would be out of their reach if each were working alone.  The EU nations believe that when countries work together they are a more powerful force in the world because they involve more people, more money, and more land area.  This helps make the smaller countries of Europe more competitive in the world market.  All of the EU countries combined make up more population and GDP (Gross domestic product) than the United States.   This allows the EU to compete with the U.S economically.

One result of the EU is the creation of the euro.  Just as the United States has the dollar, the European Countries have their own currencies.  The euro is the currency of most of the EU.  Member countries can choose to give up their own currencies and exchange them for euros.  France used to have French francs as currency and Germany used to have German Marks. Today, both countries use the euro.  This makes trade between the countries easier and less expensive.  The United Kingdom uses the British pound, however, citizens in the U.K. have decided to keep their own currency even though they are in the EU.  Twelve EU countries do not use the euro.

The EU does not handle all the governmental business for the member countries. Each country still makes its own laws, has its own military and elects its own leaders.  The EU works to improve trade, education, farming, and industry among the members.  For example, there are no tariffs between countries in the EU.  This makes a large free-trade zone.  Citizens of one country can freely move to another country.  They can live and work in any other EU nation.  They can even vote in local elections if they aren’t citizens of the country.

